——— 


F 8 py 7 od þ p 

4.9% yp * d Y . o - Y C 

= : . 

\T.% Dn "IF" 4 4 Y . 
, 4 OT Se: 2% V8 
4 4 by” 0s F, \ . ; , 
& de a rs I $i 
LD IE OB: * , hbgdoby'G. > \ q wt : 
vs, Fonts Lt F f \ 
ON toe ISPs, 2 RD bo : 
Sh; "OE EE , . , 
* CA Dat: AO 2 f : 
ky reds ſe OS 
HIT e- x = - 
> a, wy + -— . 

% be: oa _ 

x po OS EN Hes 

K MOL Bi Be ; 
[ee IN - R 
2H ” 
er: 
<A s 
% 


= See-the 


F | 


> mation. 


II. 


= Hr. 
IV. 


"YA 5 © MW 8 


Humbly Offercd, Againſt 
Pailing the Bill for Convex-Lights. 


LL Monopolies in all Ages have been eſteemed Deſtructive, Oppreſlive, and againſt the Rights of the 
* Subjects, and contrary tro Magna Charta, and many other Statutes, and to the Common Law : And it 
- was ſolemnly Adjudged fo in the 44th Year of Queen Elizabeth, in Cook's 11th Report, in the 

m Caic of Monopolies ; and many other Caſes. 
af The fame was ſo Declared by Proclamation in the Firſt Year of King James the Firſt : And by a 
Statute made in the 2 17h Year of his Reign, Cap. 3. Yer under a Provi/o, to grant Letrers Patents to 
mn firſt o—_ of New Manufactures, for Fourteen Years ; Not contrary to Law , nor Hurrful ro 
the People. ; 

The Letters Patents in the Bill mentioned, Dated the 27th of Febr. 1684, are a Monopoly, and not 
within the ſaid Proviſo of 21 Fac. primi ; Becauſe it is no New Invention, Couvex-G/afſes having been 
uſed above Forty Years in this Kingdom for Lights, as may be undoubredly proved : And next , It is 
Hurtful to the Subje, in reſtraining their lawful Liberty of ufing Convex Glaſſes, for the Publick Good, without the Licenſe of 
theſe Patentees ; for which they may Exact upon the Subje&t what they pleaſe. And laſtly, Ic lays a Reſtraint upon 7ngenuity, 
ro {improve Convex-Glaſſes to the higheſt advantage ; and that only for the fole Profit of ſome few Private Perſons. 

Now the Preamble of this Bill declares, That theſe Convex-Lights have been Carried on in purſuance of the faid Letrers 
Patents ; and that the Letters Patents are grounded upon an Act of Parliament in that cafe made and provided. Neither of 
which Allegations is true in Fact : For 

There is not any Ac of Parliament that warrantstheſe Letters Patents, for the Reaſons above-ſaid : Nor are Convex-Lights fo 
much as mentioned in the Letters Patents. 

And Note, As this Bill is Penn'd, it far Exceeds the Letters Patents themſclves, to the great Hurt and Grievance of the Subject. 
For, 

It wholly takes away the Right and Liberty of the Subject, allowed by the Letters Patents, and by the ſaid Statute , to Try at 
Law, Whether this be a New Invention, or not 2 And, Secondly,Whether this Grant be Hurtful to the People, or not ? 

It far Exceeds the Letters Patents, (Fir/?) In that ir Grants theſe Perſons a liberty and priviledge to ſetup and uſe theſe Convex- 
Lights in all Publick places,which by the Letters Patents they had no power to do. (Second!ly,) And that no other perſon whatſoever 
may ſer up or uſe any Lights with Convex Glaſſes, in any Street or Publick place, for Fourteen Years, from the 15th day of 
December,x690 : Which Power is more than the Letters Patents could or did intend togrant ; and is a longer time by Six years, 


than the Letters Patents could or did pretend to grant. (7hirdly,) This Bill gives an abſolute Power to any one Juſtice of Peace, 


to give the Property and Goods of the Subjce to theſe Parentees,ro their own Uſe, without Trial by their Peers, and withour 


Appeal; which is conceived tobe dire&ly contrary to Magna Charta, and the Fundamental Right of the Subject. 


For which Reaſons 'tis humbly hoped, That this Bill (under this Government) will neyer paſs into a Law. 


Particular REASONS againit this BILL, Humbly Offered by the Gity of London. 


TT isthe Ancient and Undoubted Right of the City, ro Zight it elf, in ſuch Manner, and for fuch Time, as they find moſt fir 


|| and convenient : And for thar purpoſe they now have, and Time out of mind have had, many Acts of Common-Comncil 


> and Cuſtoms ſo todo; the which they have altered from Time ro Time, as Occaſion hath required : All which will be much 
interrupted and diſturb'd (if not wholly taken away by this Bill;) which Powers and Cuſtoms amongſt ether things have been 
Ratified and Confirmed by divers As of Parliameur. RE | 4 
Should this Bill pals, it gives a Power to Strangers to ſet up Zizhts in London, by their own Authority ; and to Employ what 
Agents they pleaſe, at all Times in the Night, with Ladders ro Trim their Lights, nor ſubje& to the Government and Laws of 
- Gy ; whereby their Houſes and Shops will be Expoſed to Robbers and Thieves : If not by their Agents , yer by others in 
their Diſguile. 
If Profit may be made by Publick Lights in the City, it ſeems moſt Reaſonable , That ſuch Profit ſhould accrue towards the 
Supply of the Neceſitous OR P HA NS, rather than to Enrich Foreigners and Strangers. 
It has been Declared, Thar the Paſſing this Bi/ will be no prejudice to the Rights and Priviledges of the City : If it be fo 


intended , {and this BiZ muſt Pals,) it ſeems very Reaſonable it ſhouid be {o Expreft, to prevent all Doubts and Diſpures 
concerning the ſame. 
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